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CORRECTING ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THE FORMAT OF 
THE DATA AND THE PARAMETERS OF THE DEFINED DATA TYPES 
THE DAT* ^r ITATING AN ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO AN 
AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLD BY THE STORES 
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AMOUNT OF GOODS SOLD BY THE STORES 
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SENDING THE DATA FROM THE STORES TO A SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGER UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



DETERMINING A PERCENTAGE OF COST ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE 
PROCESSED PRODUCT USING THE FIRST INFORMATION AND THE 
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MANAGER 
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GENERATING DATA AT A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK. THE DATA RELATING TO AN 
ORDERING OF GOODS REQUIRED BY THE STORES 
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TAGGING THE DATA WITH A NUMERIC GOODS IDENTIFIER 
COMMON TO A PLURALITY OF DIFFERENT SUPPLY CHAIN 
PARTICIPANTS 
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COMMUNICATING THE DATA AND THE NUMERIC GOODS 
IDENTIFIER TO AT LEAST ONE OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
PARTICIPANTS UTILIZING THE NETWORK, WHEREIN THE AT 
LEAST ONE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT IS CAPABLE OF USING 
THE DATA AND THE NUMERIC GOODS IDENTIFIER FOR 
FULFILLMENT OF THE ORDER 
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FIG. 28 



2930 



DurPiwiNR DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES. DISTRIBUTORS 
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GENERATING SUPPLY CHAIN STATISTICS BASED ON THE 
SAMPLING 
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UTILIZING THE SUPPLY CHAIN STATISTICS FOR AT LEAST ONE OF 
DEMAND FORECASTING. ADVANCE PLANNING, AND VOLUME 
TRACKING IN THE SUPPLY CHAIN 



2938 



FIG. 29 




c 

CO 

0 



CO 

U 
Q 

75 

<5 
**- 

o 

U) 
(0 

CD 




ppf 



iiil 

****** ^iiiriii&i^ 





1 




iipg|ilsi§it 



silo.? 

Sir 





CO 
<D 



CD 



o 
o 

CO 
CO 



c 

Q) 

s 

Q> 
O) 
03 
C 

i 

o 
c 



CD 



■o 
c 

CO 

X 



"D 
C 
CO 

X 
c 
O 

£ c 
to O 

Q v- CM £ t- CM 

0) It =fc ^ ^ ^ 

^Z) D □ D D 

£ * * x * * 

5 CO CO CO CO CO 



CO 


O) 




00 


In 


m 


cm" 


CM 











CO 
O 

o 

c 



CO 

o 

>* =tt: *fc 

£ z> z> 

° CO CO 



CM 



CD 

O 
Li- 



en 

CO 

CD 

O) 

CO 
i_ 

0) 

> 

< 



Lif: 



CO 
CO 



>> 

C 
CO 
Q. 

E 
o 
O 

N 
>- 
X 



O 

O 
i 

O) 
3 



T3 

•8 



o 
o 

CO> 
CO 



1 

a 

in 

f 

o 
Q 



CD 

E 

i- 
■ 

CO 
0) 



CD 

E 



i 

CD 
0 



"D CD 

(D O 

» r- 

0) £ 

3 <D 

<D "D 

q: < 

O O 

Q Q 



CD 

o> 

is 

c 

CD 
CD 

o) is 

il* 

Si* 

(0 c o 
Q O X 



c 
"o 

£ 

c 
c 

Q) 

I 

Q) 





CM 




CO 




in 


o> 








in 




CM 




co" 


co 


CO 




CO 



















o 
c 

CO 

> 



c 

CD 

>> CD 
D - LL 

CD O 
Q 2 



0) 

1 = 

(0 .2 

> <5 

£ > 

£ o 

u. t- 
>» >» 

£ B 

c c 

o o 

2 2 



2 

o 
o 

I 

c 















in 


o 




CM 


o 


CO 




oi 


CM 









CD 

■4— ' 

CO 

a: 



CD 
O 



O 
> 



CD 
O) 
CO 

c 

CD 

CD O 

co a) 
a: Q. 

B | 

8-6 

o *- 

o o 

< a 

O aJ 



# 



CO 



CM 

o> 

<J> 

cn 



CO 

oo 

CD 
OO 



O- 
< 



rr 

d 
o 



CO 



CO 

5 



CM 
r— 

o 



oo 



o 



d 
o 



CO 

o 
ao 



c 

CO 



CO 
CO 

d 
o 



CO 
CO 

00 



O 
O 
CO 
CO 



o 
o 



0J 

o 



o 
o 
> 
o 



CO 

CD 
00 



o o 

CN 05 

d od 



o 

CO 



in 
oo 



CO 00 

p 

CN CN 
OO 00 



CO Tt 



CD 
CO 

d 



o 
o 

< 

o 
O 



O) o 

CO t-; 

d d 



oo tj- 

C7> op 

CO CN 

CO CO 



i- o 

C*» 



o 

Q. 

CO 

a: 

o 
o 



in 

ai 
a> 



I 

c 

o 
o 



— c ^ 



"D 



o i9 o co 



p J2 o 



co O 
> O 



c 
o 

I 



s 

V) 
CD 



O 
Q 



o S 



CO 
CN 
CNJ 



CO 



CD "5 

<° .9 
> O 



to 

E « 

cB cj 

« E 
II 

*~ CO 

w .92 

O CO 

o cn 

S °> 

C Li_ 

° c 

-= CO 

£ CO 

-E CD 

t- CN 



3730 



IDENTIFYING DATA ASSOCIATED WITH A PROMOT ON THE DATA 
INCLUDING PROMOTION ITEM INFORMATION, LOCATION 
INFORMATION, AND DURATION INFORMATION 
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CALCULATING A PROJECTED DAILY USAGE OF THE PROMOTION 
rtS FOR A PLURALITY OF LOCATIONS BASED ON THE DATA 



OUTPUTTING THE PROJECTED DAILY USAGE OF THE PROMOTION 
ITEM UTILIZING A NETWORK WITH TCP/IP PROTOCOL 
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ALLOWING ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED 
AL INTERFACE 



REQUESTING A CONFIRMATION OF THE REC E.PT OF THE 

ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS 
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FIG. 38 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
RECEIVllNij cha(n UT1UZ1NG A NETWORK 
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ALLOWING A USER TO ACCESS THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 
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ADVERTISING TO THE USER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
IDENTIFICATION 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 



ALLOWING A SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT TO ACCESS THE DATA 
UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
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ANALYZING THE DATA BEING ACCESSED BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANT 
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ADVERTISING TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE ANALYSIS 
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FIG. 40 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 
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ALLOWING A USER TO ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A 
NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
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OFFERING TO SELL THE USER PRODUCTS FROM A THIRD PARTY 
THAT ARE RELATED TO THE STORE UTILIZING THE NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 



CHARGING THE THIRD PARTY A FEE BASED ON A NUMBER OF 
THE PRODUCTS SOLD TO THE USER UTILIZING THE NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 
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ALLOWING A PLURALITY OF USERS TO ACCESS THE DATA 
UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 



u3 



4236 



IDENTIFYING THE USERS UPON ACCESSING THE DATA UTILIZING 
THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
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CHARGING THE USERS A FEE BASED ON A NUMBER OF TIMES 
THE USERS ACCESS THE DATA UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED 

INTERFACE 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 
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ALLOWING A PLURALITY OF USERS TO ACCESS TO THE DATA 
UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
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DISPLAYING A PLURALITY OF GOODS TO THE USERS ACCESSING 
THE DATA UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
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ALLOWING THE ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS ON THE GOODS FROM THE 
USERS UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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APPOINTING A SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER FOR AT LEAST ONE 
BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



GRANTING AUTHORITY TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO 
NEGOTIATE PURCHASE AGREEMENTS FOR AT LEAST ONE 
SUPPLY CHAIN COMMODITY ON BEHALF OF THE AT LEAST ONE 
BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



ENTERING INTO AT LEAST ONE PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR THE 

COMMODITY, WHEREIN EACH PURCHASE AGREEMENT IS 
BETWEEN THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER ON BEHALF OF THE AT 
LEAST ONE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT AND A SELLING 
SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



PERIODICALLY ANALYZING COMMODITY MARKET PRICE 
INFORMATION INCLUDING INFORMATION DERIVED FROM AN 
INTEGRATED SUPPLY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR DETERMINING 
AN EFFECTIVE PRICE OF THE COMMODITY 



ESTABLISHING, BY THE AT LEAST ONE PURCHASE AGREEMENT, 
A CONTRACT PRICE DEPENDING UPON THE EFFECTIVE PRICE 
FOR THE COMMODITY IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE A 
DETERMINATION OF THE EFFECTIVE PRICE OF THE COMMODITY 

HAS BEEN MADE 
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FIG. 43B 
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APPOINTING A SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER FOR A BUYING SUPPLY 
CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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GRANTING AUTHORITY TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO 
NEGOTIATE SUPPLY AGREEMENTS BETWEEN A SELLING SUPPLY 
CHAIN PARTICIPANT AND THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER ON 
BEHALF OF THE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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ENTERING INTO THE SUPPLY AGREEMENT, WHEREIN THE 

SUPPLY AGREEMENT HAS PROVISIONS INCLUDING I) 
ESTABLISHING A CONTRACT PRICE FOR THE GOOD, AND II) 
REQUIRING THE SELLING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT TO BILL 
THE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT AT AN INVOICE PRICE 
TO BE DETERMINED BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 
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ESTABLISHING AN INVOICE PRICE FOR THE GOOD AT VARIOUS 
TIMES DURING THE TERM OF THE SUPPLY AGREEMENT 
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FIG. 43C 
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APPOINTING A SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER FOR AT LEAST ONE 
BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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AUTHORIZING THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE 
SUPPLY AGREEMENTS FOR AT LEAST ONE GOOD ON BEHALF OF 
THE AT LEAST ONE BUYING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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ENTERING INTO AT LEAST ONE SUPPLY AGREEMENT FOR THE AT 

LEAST ONE GOOD, WHEREIN PROVISIONS OF THE SUPPLY 
AGREEMENT INCLUDE: (I) PRICING FOR EACH ONE GOOD SHALL 

BE BASED UPON FACTORS INCLUDING AN ACTUAL MARKET 
PRICE OF AT LEAST ONE COMMODITY WHEN THE SUPPLY CHAIN 

MANAGER HAS NOT ESTABLISHED A COMMODITY POSITION 
PRICE; AND (II) PRICING FOR EACH ONE GOOD SHALL BE BASED 
UPON FACTORS INCLUDING A COMMODITY POSITION PRICE OF 
AT LEAST ONE COMMODITY WHEN THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 
HAS ESTABLISHED A COMMODITY POSITION PRICE 



PERIODICALLY ESTABLISHING THROUGH THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGER A COMMODITY POSITION PRICE 
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